
Hello everybody and welcome to Hungary’s favorite language learning video blog. I am your 
host Michael Lyons. 

In this video, we’re going to talk about how to prepare yourself for success in job interviews. My 
philosophy when it comes to preparing for job interviews, and preparing for just about anything is: 
prepare when you can, not when you have to! Preparing and practicing ahead of time will make you 
much more relaxed and confident in the actual job interview situation. 

Let’s take a look then at some key points for interview success. 

First of all, make sure to research the company you would like to work for. Collect information 
about the company on the Internet, from blogs and from friends and acquaintances. Also, make sure 
to understand the company’s values and its culture. It looks very unprofessional if, during an 
interview, it turns out that the applicant does not have even basic information about the company. 
So, be prepared! 

Next important point, know your CV! It can be rather awkward during an interview if the answers 
you give to questions contradict the information you have given on your CV. Also, your CV will 
provide the basis for 80% of the questions that will be asked in a job interview. So make sure that 
your CV highlights your accomplishments, the types of things that YOU want to talk about in the 
interview and, that it points in the direction of your future goals. In other words, ask yourself the 
question: Where do I want to see myself in five years? Does my CV point in that direction? 

Next, be informed in terms of current events, the news, what’s going on in the world and, 
especially, be informed about your industry or specific area of expertise. For example, if you are 
applying for a job requiring financial knowledge, don’t be surprised if you are asked about how the 
stock market closed the day before or what the current HUF/EUR exchange rate is. These are the 
type of questions you should count on being asked. 

Most importantly, practice, practice, practice! Most interview questions can be predicted ahead of 
time. It is worth preparing YOUR answers and practicing them. Don’t try to come up with the 
answers during the interview, especially if the interview is in a foreign language! Brainstorm, and 
write down all the possible questions you can think of, write your answers to those questions and, if 
possible, practice with someone. Trust me, the practice will pay off. You will feel much more 
confident and relaxed during the interview as a result. 

Finally, if you say something about yourself in an interview, be prepared to back it up. Be prepared 
to support what you say with specific examples. What do I mean by that? A typical interview 
question is “What is your greatest strength?” Many people are prepared for these kinds of questions. 
Your answer might be “I perform really well under pressure.” Then, the person conducting the 
interview might follow up the question by asking “Can you give three specific examples of a time at 
work when you performed well under pressure?” Would you be prepared to answer that question on 
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the spot? That’s why you shouldn’t improvise during the interview. Instead, take the time before the 
interview to prepare for these types of questions. 

That’s it for this video. I hope you enjoyed it and found it useful. For more help in preparing for 
your next English language job interview make sure to visit our website. Also, remember to like us 
and share us on Facebook, and spread the word to your colleagues and friends. 

It has been a pleasure. Thank you so much for joining us and see you next time. 
Cheers! :-) 
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